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their age, they must needs differ as much as those con-
ditions differ. As the prophet whose prophecy is new in
substance is no prophet but a deceiver, so the prophet whose
prophecy is old in form is no prophet but a plagiarist. And
thus if the revived theocracy of Christ had been simply
and merely the theocracy of Moses or David, his country-
men would have had as good a right to deny his prophetic
mission as if he had preached no theocracy at all. To
express the same thing in the language of our own time,
the destinies of a nation cannot be safely trusted to a
politician who does not recognise the difference between
the present and the past, and who hopes to restore the
precise institutions under which the nation had prospered
centuries before. It is therefore most important to en-
quire under what form Christ proposed to revive the
•theocracy.
We have remarked that the ancient theocracy had
passed through two principal stages. In the first the
sense of Jehovah's sovereignty had been so absorbing
that it had been thought impious to give the name of
king to any human being. It is true that in this stage
the notion of a human representative of Jehovah had been
familiar to the nation. In their dangers and difficulties,
when the sighs of the people were heard in heaven, the
hand of Jehovah had seemed to them as mighty, and His
arm as visibly outstretched, when He sent fescue through
a legislator or judge in whom His wisdom dwelt, as when
He divided the sea by immediate power. God's presence
in men had been recognised as fully as His presence in
nature. 'When the people come to me to enquire of GodJ
is a phrase used by Moses. But it had been held im-
possible to predict beforehand in what man God's presence

